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Congratulations! You are on your way to becoming a Data Scientist. You have now learned some basic 
statistics concepts, along with RStudio skills to help you analyze and interpret data. It is time to apply 
what you have learned so far. 

You will apply what you have learned by engaging in the following:  

1. Use an article from the list provided below OR find an article, report, blog post, etc. in a magazine, 
newspaper, or other media related to the topic of nutrition or time-use that makes a claim. Use an 
article we have not used in class.  

a. How Americans Eat Today: http://tinyurl.com/Americans-Eat 
b. Why do we still eat this way?: http://tinyurl.com/Why-Eat-This-Way 
c. Americans Snack Differently Than Other Nations: http://tinyurl.com/Americans-Snack-

Different 
d. The Surprising Amount of Time Kids Spend Looking at a Screen: http://tinyurl.com/Kids-

and-Screens 
e. Youths Spend 7+ Hours/Day Consuming Media: http://tinyurl.com/Youth-and-Media 

2. Analyze the article or report based on the following questions: 

a. What claim(s) did the article make?  
b. What statistical questions were they trying to answer? 
c. Does the article cite data? If so: 

i. Who was observed and what were the variables observed? 
ii. Who collected the data? 
iii. How was the data collected? 
iv. What are some statistics that the article used to make the claim(s)? 

d. If there was no data, how did the article justify its claim? 

3. Determine whether the class’s Food Habits or Time-Use campaign data supports, refutes, or is 
inconclusive of the claim(s) the article makes. 

4. Use RStudio to do your analysis using either the Food Habits or Time-Use campaign data, and 
create graphics/plots that support your reasoning. 

5. Generate other statistical questions that you would like to investigate further after you reach your 
conclusion. 

6. Write a summary of your analysis that is no more than four pages long. Include 
graphics/plots/tables that provide evidence to support your reasoning. Be sure to include 
everything in items 1-5.  

7. Prepare a two-minute presentation of your report. Make sure you refer to your 
graphics/plots/tables during your presentation.  

 

	
  


